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LOUISE ELLEN TEITZ
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

TEN METACOM AVENUE
BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND 02809 

EMPLOYMENT
JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP
Honorable John R. Brown, United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, Houston, Texas,
Law Clerk 1981-82 

Academic Experience
• Professor of Law, Roger Williams University School of Law, Bristol, Rhode Island,

August 1993 to present 
o Courses taught: civil procedure, conflict of laws [private international law], international

litigation and alternative dispute resolution, professional responsibility, electronic
commerce, international law, comparative procedure, complex litigation, antitrust

• Faculty, University of San Diego Institute on International and Comparative Law,
Florence, Italy Summer 2007 
o Course taught: International Litigation

• Visiting Faculty, Catholica University, Lisbon, Portugal May 2006 
o Course taught: 20-hour seminar on Transnational Litigation

• Faculty, University of San Diego School of Law Summer Institute, Oxford, England,
Summer 2004 
o Course taught: International Litigation

• Faculty, Duke-Geneva Institute in Transnational Law, University of Geneva Faculty of
Law and Duke University School of Law, Geneva, Switzerland July 2003 
o Course taught: Electronic Commerce: International Aspects with Prof. Gabrielle

Kaufmann-Kohler, University of Geneva
• Visiting Scholar, United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

(UNCITRAL), Vienna, Austria, January 2000-- August 2000 
o Work related to electronic commerce and alternative dispute resolution and arbitration

• Visiting Scholar, International Institute for the Unification of Private Law
(UNIDROIT), Rome, Italy, October-- December 2000 
o Research on rules of transnational procedure and comparative dispute resolution

• Visiting Professor, Institute for Swiss and International Civil Procedure and Private
International Law, University of Berne, Switzerland, March 1998-- August 1998 
o Full semester course at university on Civil Litigation in U.S. courts

• Visiting Associate Professor of Law, University of Illinois College of Law, Champaign,
Illinois, July 1992 -- June 1993 

• Visiting Professor of Law, Washington and Lee University School of Law, Lexington,
Virginia, June 1991 -- June 1992  

• Associate Professor of Law, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey School of Law,
Camden, New Jersey, July 1986 -- June 1989 
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• Assistant Professor for Research (Hochschul-Assistentin), University of Konstanz,
Konstanz, Germany, January--July 1984 
o Research in international financial transactions, debt restructuring, and sovereign

immunity
• Research Assistant to Professor John E. Kennedy, Southern Methodist University

School of Law 1980-81 
o Research in class action litigation

• Rockefeller Foundation Fellow, Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, October 1974-- January
1976 
o Curatorial research and research on museum education

Law Firm Experience
• Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, Washington, D.C., July 1989 -- May 1991 

o antitrust, competition, and trade regulation practice, including merger analysis and
counseling

• Thompson & Knight, Dallas, Texas, November 1982 -- July 1986 
o federal and state litigation practice, including complex and class actions, primarily in

areas of commercial and contract disputes, antitrust, securities fraud

LEGAL PUBLICATIONS
Books
• TRANSNATIONAL LITIGATION (Michie 1996 and Lexis Law Publishing 1999 Supplement)
• BANKING ON THE ACT OF STATE: INTERNATIONAL LENDING AND THE ACT OF STATE

DOCTRINE, University of Konstanz Press (Universitatsverlag Konstanz GmBH) (1985), co-
authored with Professor Carsten-Thomas Ebenroth

Books In Progress
• COMPARATIVE LAW (West Casebook) with Peter Winship 
• TRANSNATIONAL LITIGATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION (revised and expanded edition of

treatise)

Articles and Book Chapters (selected)
• The Story of Hilton: From Gloves to Globalization, in CIVIL PROCEDURE STORIES: AN IN-

DEPTH LOOK AT THE LEADING CIVIL PROCEDURE CASES (Kevin Clermont 2d ed., 2008).
• The Hague Choice of Court Convention: Validating Party Autonomy and Providing an

Alternative to Arbitration, 53 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF COMPARATIVE LAW 543 (2006).
• Co-editor (with Peter Winship), Year in Review volume, 40 INTERNATIONAL LAWYER

(2006).
• Developments in Private International Law: Facilitating Cross-border Transactions and

Dispute Resolution, 40 INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 505 (2006) co-authored with Peter
Winship.

• Choice of Court Clauses and Third Countries From a US Perspective: Challenges to
Predictability, in INTERNATIONAL CIVIL LITIGATION IN EUROPE AND RELATIONS WITH THIRD
STATES,  Bruylant Press, Brussels, Belgium (2005) [project funded by European
Commission].
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• Where to Sue: Finding the Most Effective Forum in the World, in INTERNATIONAL
LITIGATION STRATEGIES AND PRACTICE, (Barton Legum ed., 2005).

• Co-editor (with Peter Winship), Year in Review volume, 39 INTERNATIONAL LAWYER
(2005).

• Both Sides of the Coin: A Decade of Parallel Proceedings and Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments in Transnational Litigation, 10 R.W.U.L. REV. 1 (2004).

• The Story of Hilton: From Gloves to Globalization, in CIVIL PROCEDURE STORIES: AN IN-
DEPTH LOOK AT THE LEADING CIVIL PROCEDURE CASES (Kevin Clermont ed., 2004).

• Developments in Parallel Proceedings: The Globalization of Procedural Reform, 38 
INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 303 (2004).

• From the Courthouse in Tobago to the Internet: The Increasing Need to Prove Foreign Law
in US Courts, 34 JOURNAL OF MARITIME LAW & COMMERCE 97 (2003).

• Global Trends in Mediation, Chapter on US Mediation (co-authored with Richard Birke), ed.
Prof. Dr. Nadja Alexander, Centrale für Mediation (Germany 2003).

• Parallel Proceedings: Sisyphean Progress, 36  INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 423 (2002).
• U.S. Mediation in 2001: The Path that Brought America to Uniform Laws and Mediation in

Cyberspace, 50 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF COMPARATIVE LAW 181 (2002 Supp.) co-authored
with Richard Birke.

• Providing Legal Services for the Middle Class in Cyberspace: The Promise and Challenge of
On-Line Dispute Resolution, 70 FORDHAM LAW REVIEW 985 (2001).

• International Litigation. Parallel Proceedings: Moving Into Cyberspace, 35 INTERNATIONAL
LAWYER 491 (2001).

• International Litigation: Parallel Proceedings and the Guiding Hand of Comity, 34
INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 545 (2000).

• LITIGATION ETHICS – Chapter 1: Responsibilities of Supervisory and Subordinate Lawyers
and Internal Law Firm Ethics, coauthored with Mark Harrison, for Litigation Ethics, ed.
John Barrett & Bruce Green, ABA Section of Litigation 2000. 

• International Litigation: Parallel Proceedings: Treading Carefully, 33 INTERNATIONAL
LAWYER 403 (1999). 

• Acts of State and Arbitration , 3 ZEITSCHRIFT FUER ZIVILPROZESS INTERNATIONAL [ZZP Int]
477 (1999).

• International Litigation: Parallel Proceedings: Treading Carefully, 32 INTERNATIONAL
LAWYER 223 (1998).

• International Litigation: Parallel Proceedings/ Antisuit Injunctions, 31 INTERNATIONAL
LAWYER 317 (1997).

• Managing Dispute Costs in the Global Marketplace, ABA INTERNATIONAL PRACTITIONERS'
WORKSHOP SERIES Vol. XII/XIII (1997).

• Taking Multiple Bites of the Apple: A Proposal to Resolve Conflicts of Jurisdiction and
Multiple Proceedings, 26 INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 21 (1992).

• Winning (or Losing) by Default: Act of State, Sovereign Immunity, Comity, 19
INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 225 (1985) co-authored with Professor Carsten-Thomas Ebenroth.

Articles in Progress
• Globalization and the Impact of the Emerging European Private Law on U.S. Business 
• The Increasing Use of Soft Law in Developing International Private Law



4

• Cyberspace Disputes– Overlapping Systems of Regulation and Ecommerce

PROFESSIONAL AND SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES
Elected and Appointed Positions
• Member, American Law Institute (elected May 1997)
• Member, International Association of Procedural Law (elected October 1998)
• Member, United States Delegation (US State Department) to the Hague Conference on

Private International Law for the Jurisdiction and Judgments Convention, June 2001 to
present

• Member, Secretary of State (US) Advisory Committee on Private International Law 
• Chair, American Association of Law Schools (AALS), Section of Conflict of Laws 
• Co-Reporter, Uniform Law Commissioners (NCCUSL) Drafting Committee on Hague

Convention on Choice of Court Agreements 
• American Bar Association and Uniform Law Commissioners (NCCUSL) Joint Editorial

Board, Member
• Federal Judicial Center, Contributing Author, International Civil Litigation Project:

Reference Guides for Judges (in progress)

International Professional Organizations and Leadership Roles
• American Bar Association Section of International Law

o Council Member, American Bar Association  (ABA) Section of International Law and
Practice 2001-2004, 2007--;

o Division Chair, Public International Law (Treaty) Division (Spring 2007-   )
o Co-Chair, Private International Law Coordinating Committee
o Co-Editor, Year in Review volume, INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 2005, 2006
o former Co-Chair, International Institutions Committee
o former Co-Chair,  International Litigation Committee

• American Branch of the International Law Association, Executive Committee
• International Law Association, International Arbitration Committee, US delegate
• American Law Institute

o Member, ALI Members Consultative Group for Intellectual Property: Principles
Governing Jurisdiction, Choice of Law, and Judgments in Transnational Disputes

o Member, ALI Members Consultative Group for International Jurisdiction and Judgments
o Member, ALI Members Consultative Group for the Transnational Rules of Civil

Procedure
o Member, ALI Members Consultative Group for Principles of the Law of Aggregate

Litigation
o Member, ALI Members Consultative Group for Federal Judicial Code Revision Project

• Association of American Law Schools (AALS), Chair, Section of Conflict of Laws
• International Commercial Disputes Committee of the New York City Bar Association,

Member; Member, Subcommittee on the Hague Choice of Court Convention;Chair,
Subcommittee on Access to Foreign Law Hague Project
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Other Professional Positions/Activities
• American Society of Comparative Law, Director
• American Bar Association Task Force on Electronic Commerce and Alternative Dispute

Resolution 
o Member of 10-member ABA-wide committee to address protocols and standards for on-

line dispute resolution and dispute resolution arising from or connected with electronic
commerce

• U.S. National Co-Reporter for Civil Procedure (Mediation and Conciliation) for XVI
International Congress of Comparative Law 

• International Bar Association, Common Principles Steering Committee, Member
• Rules Committee for the Superior Court of the State of Rhode Island (rewriting Rules of

Civil Procedure) Member, 1993-95

PRESENTATIONS
Recent Lectures (selected)
• Ankara, Turkey Bar Association, Symposium on Legal Ethics, “Legal Ethics: Are Legal

Ethics Important to Being a Successful Lawyer?,” February 5, 2008, Ankara, Turkey
• Association of American Law Schools (AALS), Annual Meeting, Section on Conflicts of

Law, “Choice of Law in Aggregate, Complex and Mass Tort Litigation: Accommodating
Policy, Procedure and Practicality,” January 4, 2008, New York

• American Branch of the International Law Association, “Developing International Private
Law: Informing and Understanding Hard Law and Soft Law,” October 26, 2007, New York

• ABA International Section Spring Meeting, “Developments in International Litigation,” May
2007, Washington, DC.

• ABA International Section Spring Meeting,“Private International Law, Hard Law or Soft
Law– or Just Right,” May 2007, Washington, D.C.

• American Society of International Law (ASIL) Annual Meeting, “Divergence and
Harmonization in Private International Law: Trends and Common Themes,” March 30, 2007,
Washington, DC. 

• Chulalongkorn University Law School, “Dispute Resolution in International Business
Transactions,” December 2006, Bangkok, Thailand

• American Branch of the International Law Association, “Enforcing Foreign Judgments and
Awards: Worlds Apart?,” October 27, 2006, New York

• American Branch of the International Law Association, “From Owusu to Parlatino: European
Union and Latin American Challenges to Forum Non Conveniens,” October 27, 2006, New
York

• RI US District Court Conference, “ Multidistrict Litigation,”  September 2006  RI Federal
Judiciary, Providence, Rhode Island 

• International Law Association Biennial Conference, “The ALI and the Recognition and
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Project,” June 2006, Toronto, Canada

• ABA International Section Annual Spring Meeting, “New Partners in Private International
Law:  Developing New Norms for Global Business Transactions, Part I and Part II,” April
2006, New York
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• Association of American Law Schools (AALS), Annual Meeting, Section on Conflicts of
Law, “Judgments About Foreign Judgments: The Hague Choice of Court Convention,”
January 5, 2006, Washington, D.C.

• ABA International Section Fall Meeting, “Hague Convention on Choice of Court
Agreements- Comparing the New Regime with the New York Arbitration Convention,”
October 2005, Brussels, Belgium

• Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Workshop on Consumer
Dispute Resolution and Redress in the Global Marketplace, hosted by the FTC, 
“International Judicial Cooperation in Cross-Border Cases -- Recognition and Enforcement
of Foreign Monetary Judgments,” 19-20 April 2005, Washington, D.C.

• ABA International Section Annual Spring Meeting, “Recent Developments in International
Litigation and Arbitration,” April 14, 2005, Washington, DC. 

• University of Houston Law School, “Reconceptualizing the Role of Amicus in Transnational
Litigation: Putting the "Friend" Back in Amicus Curiae,” March 24, 2005, Houston, Texas  

• Cour de Cassation (French Supreme Court), Enforcing Foreign Judgments. Panel composed
of Justice Stephen Breyer and the Chief Justice of the French Supreme Court, and three other
French Supreme Court judges, ABA International Section International Legal Exchange
(ILEX), January 27, 2005, Paris, France

• Symposium on Dispute Resolution, sponsored by Institute of Computer & Communications
Law, Queen Mary University of London and the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, “Online
Dispute Resolution and Parallel Court Proceedings,” September 6, 2004, London, England

• ABA Section of International Law Spring Meeting, “Jurisdiction and Recognition of Foreign
Judgments,” April 14, 2004, New York, New York

• Universite Libre de Bruxelles, in cooperation with the European Commission, International
Symposium, Transnational Civil Litigation in the European Judicial Area and its Relations
with Third States, January 23, 2004, Brussels, Belgium

• Secretary of State's Advisory Committee On Private International Law, Study Group on
International Jurisdiction and Judgments, “U.S. Law on the Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments; What Would the New Draft Change?,” June 16, 2003, Washington, D.C.

• Judicial Cooperation Between the United States and Europe, European Project on Judicial
Cooperation with Third States, with the European Legal Studies Center, Columbia Law
School,  “Forum Selection Clauses and Parallel Proceedings,” May 2003, New York, New
York 

• Office of the President of the Supreme Court of Thailand, Alternative Dispute Resolution
Office, “Electronic Dispute Resolution,” December 2002, Bangkok, Thailand

• NYU School of Law, Research Conference on Domestic and International Arbitration, “Is
On-Line ADR Feasible? Desirable?,” September 2002, New York, New York

• Journal of Maritime Law and Commerce Biennial Symposium, The Use of Evidence in
Admiralty Proceedings, “Proof of Foreign Law in U.S. Courts,” August 2002, Bristol, Rhode
Island

• ABA Section of International Law Fall Meeting 2001, “North/South Litigation: Cross-
Border Planning and Strategy,” October 2001, Monterrey, Mexico

• Bangkok University School of Law, “E-commerce and Private International Law in
Cyberspace,” July 2001, Bangkok, Thailand
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• Boston Bar Association, “On-Line Dispute Resolution: For E-commerce and More,” May
2001, Boston, Massachusetts

• University of Bologna, Faculty of Jurisprudence,  Instituto di Applicazione Forense,
“Multiple Proceedings and Forum Selection in United States Courts,”  December 2000,
Bologna, Italy

• Organization for American States (OAS) Interdisciplinary Training for Mediators U.S.-
Mexico Conflict Resolution Center, “Latest Developments in E-Dispute Resolution,” June
2000, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico

• ABA 1999 Annual Meeting, International Section, “Art and Cultural Property Wars in the
New Millennium: Selecting the Proper Forum for Resolving International Disputes,” August
1999, Atlanta, Georgia

• International and Comparative Law Center, Southwestern Legal Foundation, International
Commercial Litigation Strategies and Solutions,  “Forum Selection and Multiple
Proceedings-- Here, There, and Everywhere,” June 1999, Dallas, Texas

• ABA 1998 Annual Meeting, International Section, “The Proposed Hague Convention on
Jurisdiction and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments,” August 1998, Toronto, Canada

• Bernese Bar Association, “Personal Jurisdiction and Forum Selection Agreements,” June
1998, Bern, Switzerland

• Bernese Bar Association, “Service of Process/Discovery of Evidence Abroad,” June 1998,
Bern, Switzerland

• Bernese Bar Association, “Parallel Proceedings, Antisuit Injunctions, and Forum non
Conveniens,” June 1998, Bern, Switzerland

• Bernese Bar Association, “Complex Litigation: Class Actions and Beyond,” June 1998,
Bern, Switzerland

• ABA 1997 International Section Spring Meeting, “Annual Review of Developments in
International Law,” Washington, D.C.

• California Western School of Law, “Parallel Proceedings in International Litigation,” March
1997, San Diego, California

• ABA International Section Fall Meeting, “Managing Dispute Costs in the Global
Marketplace,” October 1996, Minneapolis, Minnesota

• Center for International Legal Studies, “Litigating Licensing and Competition Law Disputes
in the US,” October 1996, Salzburg, Austria

• BARBRI lectures on Rhode Island Civil Practice, July 1996
• Rhode Island Trial Lawyers Association, Seminar on the New Rules of Civil Procedure,

September 1995, Providence, Rhode Island
• Rhode Island State Bar Association Annual Meeting, presentation along with Robert Kent on

the amended Rhode Island Superior Court Rules, June 1995
• ABA International Section Fall Meeting, “Managing Parallel Litigation and Arbitration

Proceedings in Multinational Disputes,” November 1994, Mexico City 
• Rhode Island State Bar Association Annual Meeting, presentation along with Robert Kent on

the proposed amendments to Rhode Island Superior Court Rules, June 1994
• Federal Bar Association (R.I.), “Recent Changes to the Federal Rules,” February 1994
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EDUCATION 
• Southern Methodist University School of Law, Dallas, Texas, J.D. cum laude, May 1981. 

o Order of the Coif, Southern Methodist University School of Law 
o Ranked 3rd in class of 173.
o Editor, Southwestern Law Journal, 1979, 1980-81
o Johnson, Bromberg, Leeds & Riggs Award in Corporate and Financial Law

• University of Connecticut School of Law, attended 1979-80.  
o Ranked 4th in class.

• Yale College, New Haven, Connecticut. B.A. cum laude, May 1974. 
o Distinction in History of Art.

BAR ADMISSIONS AND PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
• Member:

o United States Supreme Court (1986)
o United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and for the Eleventh Circuit (1982) 
o United States District Courts (Northern and Eastern Districts of Texas) 
o State of Texas (1981)
o State of Pennsylvania (1989)
o District of Columbia (1991)

• Member, American Bar Association (member International Law, Antitrust, Business Law,
Dispute Resolution, and Litigation Sections)

• Member, British Institute for International and Comparative Law, London, England
• Member, International Law Association (American Branch)
• Member, Arbitralwomen
• Member, American Society of Comparative Law
• Member, New York City Bar Association


