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For those of you needing to re-
search legal information for a par-
ticular state, the Law Library has
a multitude of print resources
available for your use. For start-
ers, the Law Library’s Reference
Collection contains somegrest ref-
erence resources on state research.
Kendall F. SvengalissLegal Infor-
mation Buyer’s Guide and Refer-
ence Manual (Ref, KF1.S93 2005)
has a chapter “State Legal Publi-
cations and Information Sources’
describing codesand session laws,
administrativelaw materials; court
reports; court rules; digests, ency-
clopedias, and practice sets;
citators; CD-ROM products; legal
research guides; leading web sites,
and a list of publishers for each
state. The author also provides
information on pricing and supple-
mentation.

If you want to find out how to con-
duct research for aparticular state,
theremay be aresearch guidewrit-
ten by alaw librarian for you to
consult. Todetermineif aresearch
guide for your state is available,
search the Law Library’'s
webcatalog by subject Legal Re-
search [State]. These state re-
search guides are shelved in the
Reference collection. Sate Prac-
ticeMaterials. Annotated Bibliog-
raphies edited by Frank Houdek

State Research

(Ref, KF1.5731 2002 - ) isacol-
lection of bibliographies written
by law librarians about primary
and secondary legal resources in
higher state. Please notethat there
are some states for which no an-
notated bibliography is provided.

The Guide to Sate Legidative &
Administrative Materials by Wil-
liam H. Manz (Ref, KF1 .G8
2002) gives information about
print and electronic sources for
bills, enacted legislation, codes,
legislative history, administrative
regulations, rules of court, attor-
ney general opinions, executive
orders, administrative rulings and
decisions, and ethics opinions for
each state.

For those of you needing to con-
duct in-depth legislative research
in a particular state, consult the
Sate Legislative Sourcebook by
Lynn Hellebust (Ref, JK2495
.S689 2005). Materias for each
state are organized by legislative
organization and process, legisla
tor information, session informa-
tion, interim study period informa-
tion, lobbying information, and
generd state government informa:
tion.

Once you have identified the
needed sources, you can check the

stacks for the publications. Asit
isoften easier to research state Stat-
utes using the books, the Library
owns a set of each state's codifi-
cation of statutes. While additional
materials published for each state
vary, availablematerialsfor astate
might include a case reporter pre-
dating the West’sregional casere-
porters, the official state case re-
porter, a West’s digest, or a legal
encyclopedia. For some states,
there are practice materials such
astreatises, form sets, and jury in-
structions. Only Rhode Island’s
administrative codeisavailablein
the Law Library’s collection. In
addition to the state materias in
the stacks, the Law Library sub-
scribes to legal newspapers pub-
lished for Rhode Island, Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylva-
nia, and New York.

Microforms: State Materials

If you cannot find certain state
material online or in print, you
might want to check the micro-
graphicscollectionwhichincludes
thefollowing resourceslocated in
the Micrographics Room:

1. Official state session laws are
available for all fifty (50) states




through 2000, located in Cabinet
6, Drawers 6 - 10 and Cabinet 7,
Drawers1 - 10;

2. State Attorney General Reports
and Opinions are available for all
of the stateswhich publish Reports
or Opinions. More recent reports
and opinions are available on mi-
crofiche and earlier years on mi-
crofilm in Cabinets 6, Drawer 4
and Cabinet 19, Drawers 4 - 12,
respectively; and

3. Official decisions of the courts
of the individual states published
before commencement of cover-
age by theWest Nationa Reporter
System are located in Cabinet 18,
Drawers 1- 12 and Cabinet 19,
Drawers1 - 3.

Trouble Shooting Printing
Problems

Asthe 2005/06 academic year gets
underway, you might encounter
some problems with printing or
with your print/copy card. Here
are some common problems with
their corresponding solutions.

® Occasionadly the card reader
takes money from your card and
you do not receive your copy or
printout. Causes of the problem
could be lack of paper, a paper
jam, low toner, or other problems
with the printer. The best solution
to this problem isto ask the com-
puter lab monitor on duty or the
staff at the Circulation Desk for
assistance. Working as computer
lab monitors this academic year
are third-year students Todd

Greenwood, Elizabeth Etrie,
Christopher Martone, Rebecca
Hotmar and Matthew Mannix.
Second-year student Marcus Jones
also works as a computer lab
monitor. You can read profiles of
these studentsin past issues of the
Law Library Briefs newsletter.
Rebecca and Matthew were pro-
filed in the October, 2004 issue.
Todd, Elizabeth, and Christopher
were profiled in the November,
2004 issue. You canread Marcus's
profile in the March, 2005 issue.
The computer lab monitors might
be able to resolve the problem or
they will request assistance from
Phyllis O’'Neill, the Public Ser-
vices Assistant.

® If you insert your print/copy
card into the card reader and there
IS an error message on the card
reader, the card is no longer
useable. Theonly solutionto this
problem isto contact Nan Balliot
in the Law Library. The current
amount on the card is helpful in-
formation to give to Nan so that
she can arrange for a refund of
your money.

® If you misplaced your print/
copy card, do not despair asthere
is a possibility that the card will
bereturned toyou. Cardsreturned
to the Circulation Desk, with the
name clearly written on the back
of the card, can easily be identi-
fied as belonging to you and
placed in your student mailbox.

® If your print/copy card is stuck
in the card dispenser, ask a com-
puter lab monitor, Phyllis, or the
Librarian at the Reference Desk to
help you. If we fail, we will call

our card vendor Copico for ser-
vice.

® If you used the card dispenser
to add money to your print/copy
card, but instead get a new card,
you most likely inserted your
money prior toinserting your card.
To avoid purchasing an unneeded
card, remember toinsert your card
before inserting money to add
value to the card.

® If the card dispenser machine
does not accept your money,
money can be added to cards us-
ing the photocopierslocated inthe
Law Library.

@® If youdo not get apop-upwin-
dow prompting you for a user
name and a password for your
print request, minimize your docu-
ment as the pop-up menu could be
“behind” it. Two other optionsare
to use another computer or reboot
the computer that you are using.

® If your print request is not
listed on the print manager screen,
a connection between the com-
puter that you are using and the
print manager has been broken.
You can try rebooting your com-
puter and sending the print request
again or try using another com-
puter.

® Always, if none of these solu-
tionsworks, ask the computer lab
monitor on duty, Phyllis, or the
Librarian on duty at the Reference
Desk for help.
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