
Study Aids:  Torts

The Law Library’s collection has various study aids on numerous legal subject areas.  Some study
aids are referred to as hornbooks, others as nutshells.  A hornbook is a single volume covering an
area of law with references to cases, statutes, and secondary sources such as law review articles and
American Law Reports annotations. Unlike a hornbook, a nutshell provides a basic overview of the
legal concepts in a particular area of law with few references to cases, statutes, and secondary
sources.  Hornbooks and nutshells are published by West/Thomson Reuters. LexisNexis publishes
the “Understanding ....” series and Aspen Publishers publishes the Examples and Explanations series
of study aids.  Foundation Press, an independent affiliate of West/Thomson Reuters, also publishes
the Concepts and Insights series on various areas of the law.

Current editions of these study aids are available on Reserve.  Copy 1 and Copy 2 of a study aid
circulate for two hours and are restricted to use within the Law Library.  Copy 3 and higher can be
checked out of the Law Library for forty-eight (48) hours.  Note, a fine of 50 cents is accrued for
each hour that a book checked out from Reserve is overdue!  Older editions of the study aids are
shelved in the stacks by their call number and can be checked out from the Law Library for twenty-
one days.

Even more detailed information on a legal subject area can be found in a single volume or in a multi-
volume set referred to as a treatise.  These treatises can be searched by author, by advanced keyword,
by subject (Torts United States) or by title using the Law Library’s WebCatalog.  The treatises are
shelved by their call number in the Library’s open stacks.  Most single volume treatises can be
checked out from the Law Library for twenty-one days.

The following is a list of recommended study aids in the Law Library’s collection on torts:

SAbraham, Kenneth S., The Forms and Functions of Tort Law (3d ed. 2007).  Reserve, KF1250.Z9
A27 2007

Published as part of the Foundation Press’s Concepts and Insights series, the author addresses the
nature and function of tort law, intentional physical and emotional harm, the negligence standard,
proof of negligence, cause-in-fact, proximate cause, defenses based on plaintiff’s conduct, strict
liability and nuisance, products liability, damages, affirmative and limited liability, tort reform,
workers’ compensation, no-fault systems, defamation, invasion of privacy, and economic harms.

SDiamond, John L. et al., Understanding Torts  (3d ed. 2007).  Reserve, KF1250 .D5 2007

Examined are intentional torts and privileges, negligence, strict and products liability, damages, joint
and several liability, nuisance, economic torts, misuse of legal process, defamation, and invasion of
privacy.

SDobbs, Dan B., The Law of Torts  (2000).  Reserve, KF1250 .D6 2000.

Physical interference with persons or property, types of personal injury cases, defamation, and
invasion of privacy are the subjects of this hornbook. 

SGlannon, Joseph W., The Law of Torts: Examples and Explanations   (3d ed. 2005).  Reserve,
KF1250.Z9 G58 2005



Subjects discussed in this text are intentional torts, negligence, causation, duty, damages for personal
injury, liability of multiple defendants, and effect of plaintiff’s conduct.  Each discussion of the topic
is followed by examples for the reader to work through along with explanations of the examples.

SKeeton, W. Page, ed. et al., Prosser and Keeton on the Law of Torts  (5th ed. 1984).  Reserve,
KF1250 .P73 1984

This is the classic hornbook on the law of torts

SKionka, Edward J.,  Torts in a Nutshell  (4th ed. 2005).  Reserve, KF1250.Z9 K53 2005

The author covers tort law principles dealing with strict  liability, negligence, intentional misconduct,
liability for particular activities, damages, tort and contract, immunities, survival and wrongful death,
defamation, invasion of privacy, misrepresentation, and non-disclosure.

SShapo, Marshall S., Principles of Tort Law  (2d ed. 2003).  Reserve, KF1250 .S53 2003

Published as part of the West/Thomson Reuters Concise Hornbook series, addressed in this text are
theories of liability and defenses, problems in causation and limitation of liability, tort liability of
publishers, valuing the interests (i.e. damages), and torts involving contracts.

The Restatements

SRestatement of the Law Second, Torts  (1981 -).  Reserve and Stacks, KF395 .A2 C67 

SRestatement of the Law Third, Torts: Products Liability  (1998 -).  Reserve and Stacks,
KF395.T67 A4 1998

SRestatement of the Law Third, Torts: Apportionment of Liability  (2000 -).  Reserve and Stacks,
KF395.T67 A6 2000

The Restatements sets are an attempt to provide a “restatement” of the general principles of the
common law on various subjects, the law of torts being among them.  Each general principle or rule
of torts is followed by a  hypothetical illustrating applications of the principle.  Each rule is also
accompanied by the Reporter’s Notes which provide background information on the development
of the rule.  Accompanying annotations cite court decisions, statutes, and secondary sources both in
support and contrary to the rule.

Electronic Study Aid: CALI
In addition to the print study aids, CALI (Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction) provides electronic
access to interactive lessons on torts in addition to other subjects.  All incoming first-year students
receive a CALI CD in their orientation packet.  Lessons are also available via the CALI website at
www.cali.org.  When signing up for access at the CALI website, you will need to obtain the law
school’s authorization code from a reference librarian.  To view an annotated listing of the CALI
lessons available for torts, select “Torts” under the heading “CALI Topics.”
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