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Governing the Marine Arctic 

 

• States/LOS Convention:            Solid Foundation 

• Arctic Council:                            Participa tion?  

• International Instruments:          Adequacy?  

• Domestic Laws & Regulations:  Harmoniza tion?  



                          Arctic Council 
 
 

States                     Permanent Participants 

•  Aleut International Association (AIA)  

• Arctic Athabaskan Council 

• Gwich’in Council International 

•  ICC - Inuit Circumpolar  Council  
• Raipon - Russian Association of  
• Indigenous Peoples of the Nor th  

• The Saami Council 

Canada 
Denmark (Greenland/Faroes) 
Finland 
Iceland 
Norway 
Russian Federation 
Sweden 
United States 

The Arctic Council is “high level forum” to promote “cooperation, coordination and 
interaction among the Arctic States with the involvement of the Arctic indigenous 
communities.”                                                                 Ottawa Declaration 1996 

http://arctic-council.org/participant/1192877541.29�
http://arctic-council.org/participant/arctic_athabaskan_council�
http://arctic-council.org/participant/gwich_E28099in_council_international�
http://arctic-council.org/participant/gwich_E28099in_council_international�
http://arctic-council.org/participant/gwich_E28099in_council_international�
http://arctic-council.org/participant/icc�
http://arctic-council.org/participant/raipon�
http://arctic-council.org/participant/saami_council�


                         Arctic Council  
 
   Non-State Observers 
 

 
 
 

International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies) 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM) 
Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO) 
North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO) 
Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region  
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE) 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 
 

Intergovernmental and 
Inter-Par liamentary 
Organizations  

Advisory Committee on Protection of the Seas 
 Arctic Circumpolar GatewayAssociation of Wor ld 
Reindeer Herders (AWRH)Circumpolar 
Conservation Union (CCU)International Arctic 
Science Committee (IASC)International Arctic 
Social Sciences Association (IASSA)International 
Union for Circumpolar Health International Work 
Group for Indigenous Affair s Nor thern Forum 
University of the Arctic (UArctic)Wor ld Wide Fund 
for Nature-Global Arctic Program (WWF) 

NGOs 

http://www.ifrc.org/�
http://www.iucn.org/�
http://www.iucn.org/�
http://www.iucn.org/�
http://www.norden.org/�
http://www.norden.org/�
http://www.norden.org/�
http://www.norden.org/�
http://www.nefco.org/�
http://www.nefco.org/�
http://www.nefco.org/�
http://www.nammco.no/�
http://www.nammco.no/�
http://www.nammco.no/�
http://www.acops.org.uk/�
http://www.acops.org.uk/�
http://www.acops.org.uk/�
http://www.acops.org.uk/�
http://arcticculturalgateway.org/Default.aspx�
http://arcticculturalgateway.org/Default.aspx�
http://www.reindeerportal.org/�
http://www.reindeerportal.org/�
http://iasc.info/�
http://www.iassa.org/�
http://www.iassa.org/�
http://www.iassa.org/�
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Shipping: Northern Sea Route 

 
• Hamburg-Yokohama   6,600 nautical miles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• less than 60% of Suez Canal route           (11,400 nm) 



 
 

        
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

• Arctic Council:                                                      Participa tion?  

• In te rna tiona l Ins truments :              Adequacy?  
• Domestic Laws & Regulations:                             Harmoniza tion?  

Photo by Adriane  Colburn 



 

Text 

Wikimedia CommonsEnglish: Murmansk Harbour, 2005 Russia. Photo by Martin Lie, 
Trondheim, Norway    http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MurmanskHarbour.jpg 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MurmanskHarbour.jpg�


Text 



Cartographer: Riccardo Pravettoni, UNEP/GRID Arendal 
http://www.grida.no/publications/arctic-biodiversity 

http://www.shell.com/home/content/innovation/meeting_demand/arctic/exploration_production/ 

GREEN=SETTLEMENT
S 
RED=EXTRACTION 
FIELDS/PIPELINES 

http://www.grida.no/publications/arctic-biodiversity�
http://www.grida.no/publications/arctic-biodiversity�
http://www.grida.no/publications/arctic-biodiversity�
http://www.shell.com/home/content/innovation/meeting_demand/arctic/exploration_production/�


Two main Gaps in International Law  
for offshore Oil and Gas  

Lucien Chabason, Institute for Sustainable Development and Int’l Relations 

• 1) “Upstream”-- No treaty on authorizing and monitoring 
offshore exploration/exploitation (because coastal states 
have primary jurisdiction) 

• 2) “Downstream” -- No treaty on responsibility and 
liability for industrial offshore oil and gas activity, e.g. 
MODUs (vs. tanker transport of oil, which does have an effective 
regime).  Past efforts have failed. 



• Final Report of the National Commission on the BP 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling  

The United States should   
 

“[l]ead in the development 
and adoption of shared 
international standards, 
particularly in the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Arctic.  

 
Transparent information and data sharing 

within the offshore industry and among 
international regulators is critical to 

continuous improvement in standards and 
risk management practices.” 

Recommendations, p. 6 



Potentially Relevant International Norms and 
Guidelines  

  g ()                                            
IMO Treaties: MARPOL, SOLAS, London Dumping 
Convention, Load Lines, OPRC*, Oil Spill Liability and 
Fund; others?  IMO Codes: 2009 Polar Code for 
vessels            *Convention on Oil Pollution 
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation 

• Other treaties:  e.g. Russia/Norway Barents Sea 
Agreement  

• Arctic Council Reports and Guidelines:  Arctic Marine 
Shipping Assessment 2009, Offshore Oil and Gas 
Guidelines 2009; EPPR Recommended Best Practices 
[2013?] 

• Treaties under Arctic Council auspices:  Arctic Search 
and Rescue Agreement 2011; Arctic Marine Oil Spill 
Preparedness and Response Agreement 2013 
(anticipated) 

• UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples - 
prior informed consent? 

• Inuit Circumpolar Council:  A Circumpolar Inuit 
        

http://www.itk.ca/media-release/inuit-canada-welcome-circumpolar-inuit-declaration-resource-development�


Article 208 LOS Convention 
(applies to seabed/continental shelf) 

• 1. Coastal States shall adopt laws and regulations to 
prevent, reduce and control pollution of the marine 
environment arising from or in connection with seabed 
activities subject to their jurisdiction and from artificial 
islands, installations and structures under their 
jurisdiction.... 

• 4.     States shall endeavour to harmonize their policies 
in this connection at the appropriate regional level. 

• 5.       States, acting especially through competent 
international organizations or diplomatic conference, 
shall establish global and regional rules, standards and 
recommended practices and procedures to prevent, 
reduce and control pollution of the marine environment 
... 



Text 

• Arctic Council:                                                        Participa tion?  

• International Instruments:                                      Adequacy?  

• Domestic Laws & Regulations:  Harmoniza tion?  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J o in t US-Canada  ECS Mapping: September 10 - 27, 2008 
Augus t 7 - Sep tember 16, 2009 

Augus t 2 - Sep tember 6, 2010 
Augus t 18-September 28, 2011 

The CCGS Louis  S . S t.-Laurent breaks  ice  for the  USCGC Healy 
Arctic Ocean  September 2008  Photograph courtesy S teve  Roberts  UCAR/LDEO  





THE ARCTIC OFFSHORE: MARITIME ZONES 

C.S.up to 200 nmi: coastal 
state “exclusive, sovereign 
rights” to explore, exploit, 
protect resources of the 
seabed (coterminus w/ EEZ 
water column) 

Outer Continental Shelves: 
near-total coastal state rights 
to resources of the seabed 

The Area: resources of 
seabed and subsoil= 
“Common Heritage of 
mankind”    ISBA Meridian, Nov/07 S lide : adapted  from R. Macnab 



Hydrocarbon potential in the Arctic Ocean 
• United States Geological Survey 

(USGS) 2008 survey estimates:  

• 90 billion barrels of 
undiscovered oil  

• cf. 3.78 billion barrels proven 
reserves of crude oil in Gulf of 
Mexico, US Waters 

• 1.668 trillion cubic feet of 
undiscovered natural gas lie 
beneath the Arctic’s waters and 
ice,  

• ca. 13 percent of the world’s 
undiscovered oil 

• most is within 200 nm 

http://geomaps.wr.usgs.gov/capabilities/energy.html 

http://www.eia.gov/special/gulf_of_mexico/data.cfm#year_end_crude_
gl_reserves 

http://geomaps.wr.usgs.gov/capabilities/energy.html�
http://www.eia.gov/special/gulf_of_mexico/data.cfm�
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